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ASME has been defining piping safety since 1922.

ASME B31Q establishes the requirements for developing and 
implementing an effective Pipeline Personnel Qualification Program.
It specifies the requirements for identifying covered tasks that 
impact the safety or integrity of pipelines, for qualifying individuals
to perform those tasks, and for managing the qualifications of
pipeline personnel. 

With the following exceptions, this Standard applies to tasks that
impact the safety or integrity of pipelines: (a) design or engineering
tasks; (b) tasks that are primarily intended to ensure personnel
safety.  

Key changes to this revision include clarification of qualification 
exemptions, inclusion of a reference on new technology and 
construction, and addition of new tasks including on purging of
hazardous liquids and flammable or inert gas, and inserting and 
removing internal cleaning devices for pipeline systems.  

B31Q joins with ASME’s other B31 codes on piping systems. 
Together, they remain essential references for anyone engaged 
with piping.  

Careful application of these B31 codes will help users to 
comply with applicable regulations within their jurisdictions,
while achieving the operational, cost and safety benefits to be
gained from the many industry best-practices detailed within 
these volumes.

Intended for liquid and gas pipeline industries, contractors, service
providers, and federal and state regulators.
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ASME Codes and Standards

ASME is the leading international developer of codes and
standards associated with the art, science, and practice 
of mechanical engineering. Starting with the first issuance 
of its legendary Boiler & Pressure Vessel Code in 1914,
ASME’s codes and standards have grown to nearly 600 
offerings currently in print.  

To learn more, visit www.asme.org/Codes.

To volunteer on an ASME committee, visit 
go.asme.org/ParticipateInStandards


