


The U. S. R&D enterprise 1s complex and has undergone a
fundamental change from a federal based national effort
following WWII to the diverse global one of the present. To
understand the characteristics of this system and its future
trends, one must be aware of who develops the new
technologies that are its driving purpose, under what
circumstances and funding resources, and the availability of
these new developments to industrial users. Taken together,
the overall process 1s known as technology transfer. This
lecture will outline the broad character and important role of
technology transfer in the U. S., as well as some differences
between national efforts (especially the U. S. and Germany).
A brief discussion of some of the changes that might affect
relationships between science, engineering, and society in the
decade ahead will conclude the talk.
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