A Short Summary of the History of the Multiphase Flow Committee

In 2012 the Multiphase Flow Committee of the Fluids Engineering Division of the
American Society of Mechanical Engineering celebrated its 75" anniversary. The
committee started with the need to better understand cavitation. During the 1935 ASME
Annual Meeting two sessions of the Hydraulic Division were held to discuss cavitation.
From that seed the Applied Mechanics and Hydraulic Divisions held a joint meeting in
June 1937 to discuss the then current status of cavitation research in the United States and
Canada. One result of that meeting was the beginning of the Cavitation Committee. An
engineer of the Pennsylvania Water & Power Corporation, Carroll F. Merriam, sponsored
the committee, which started in 1937 and on January 1, 1938 the committee elected its
first chair, Lewis F. Moody from Princeton University. Through the years the focus of the
Cavitation Committee broadened to include other areas of two phase flow and by 1970
the name was changed to the Polyphase Flow Committee to better represent this fact.
Since then the committee’s areas of interest continued to increase to broaden the scope
and membership. In 1982 the name was changed once again to the current Multiphase
Flow Committee because of the more prevalent use of the term multiphase.

[Note: This MFTC summary has been condensed from the history assembled in 2005 by Bill Morgan, the
11" chair, and updated in 2010, by Mark Duignan, the 30" chair.]

The following table is the list of MFTC chairs from its inception:



The Committee began as the Cavitation Committee (1937 To 1970) then changed to the
Polyphase Flow Technical Committee (1970 to 1982) to its current title of the Multiphase Flow
Technical Committee (1982 To Present). The committee celebrated 75 years of existence

in 2012 with a special meeting held on Tuesday, July 10th at the Fluids Engineering Division
Summer Meeting held in Rio Grande, Puerto Rico.

Chairs of the Multiphase Flow Technical Committee

Chair

Affiliation During Term

Term Start Te

rm End

P NWh OO N 00O

Timothy J. O'Hern, Ph.D.
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David (Dawe) E. Stock, Ph.D.
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J. William (Bill) Holl, Ph.D.
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(1) W.J. Rheingans finished term for R.T. Knapp on his death
(2) C.F. Merriam was not a chair, but the sponsor of the Cavitation Committee while the committee
formed and awaited the appointment of its first chair.




