Bylaws of the Fluid Power Systems and Technology Division ASME 

(Originated Dec. 1, 1988) 
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Article I - Name 

Section 1. 

The name of this organization shall be the Fluid Power Systems and Technology Division. 

Article II - Purpose and Scope 

Section 1. 

The purposes of this Division shall be to: 

a)
constitute a Technical Division in accordance with the Constitution, Bylaws and Rules of ASME. 

b) 
promote the art, science and practice of mechanical engineering in fluid power. 

c) 
encourage, promote and coordinate the activities of the technical conference and education committees which constitute the group with respect to their conference, publications, technical meetings, member interests, member development and long-range planning and to interact with other entities of the Society and other organizations, all within the policies and goals of the Society. 

d) 
serve members interested in fluid power and its applications. 

Section 2. 

The scope of interests of the Fluid Power Systems and Technology Division shall be as follows: 

a)
To improve and develop fluid power technology especially as it applies to fluid power systems. 

b) 
To translate fluid power technology so that it can be deployed to practicing engineers and the fluid power profession. 

c) 
To foster and advance the exchange of fluid power technology with educational institutions in order to develop, enhance and maintain high standards of fluid power engineering among mechanical engineers and users of fluid power systems. 

d)
To encourage, promote and coordinate the dissemination of fluid power technology, through publications, technical meetings, conventions and exhibitions. 

e) 
To coordinate these works with appropriate Divisions and other technical societies. 

f) 
To coordinate these works and activities, both inside and outside of the United States, with colleges and Universities, engineering associations, national laboratories and the fluid power industry. 

Emphasis is placed at the system level (i.e. fluid power component performance within a complete mechanical system and physical integration of components within a system rather than on the internal design of individual components, except as the internal design of components influence the performance of a complete mechanical systems). Attention is further directed towards new developments and areas of rapidly advancing technology and to stimulating the development of need engineering analysis tools or practices. 

Article III - Organization 

Section 1. 

The Fluid Power Systems and Technology Division shall be organized and operated in accordance with the Constitution, Bylaws and Rules of the Society the Division. Should any conflict arise the Constitution, Bylaws or Rules of the Society shall govern. 

Section 2. 

The affairs of the Division shall be managed by an Executive Committee which shall be designated as the Fluid Power Systems and Technology Division Executive Committee. 

Section 3. 

The Executive Committee shall consist of the Chair, Vice Chair, and at least three Members-At-Large, all selected from the membership of the Society. The immediate Past Chair is an ex-officio member. The Division Chair shall serve as Chair of the Executive Committee. The Vice-Chair shall serve as the Secretary of the Executive and the Chair of the Advisory and Long Range Planning Committee. The Vice President, Systems and Design, shall ratify or decline ratification of nominations and Members-At-Large of the DivisionÕs Executive Committee. As per Bylaw B5.8.7, the maximum Term of Office on the executive committee shall not exceed 5 years. 

Section 4. 

The appointment of the Members-At-Large shall be made by the Executive Committee with approval of the Vice President, Systems and Design. Selection of the Members-At-Large shall be made from members who have served at least one full year as members of the Committee or from active ASME members in good standing who have demonstrated an active participation in the fluid power area. 

Section 5. 

a)
Because of the need for continuity of programs of the Fluid Power Systems and Technical Division, the terms of office for the Chair, Vice Chair, Members-At-Large shall be at least one year and shall expire at the close of the Society's Summer Annual Meeting. All terms of Office are subject to ASME Bylaw B5.8.7 . In succession, the Vice Chair shall normally assume the role of Chair. 

b)
Nominations recommended to the Vice President, Systems and Design, for appointment and reappointment as officers and Members-At-Large of the Division Executive Committee shall be made prior to February fifteenth of each year. The terms of office shall begin at the close of the Society's Summer Annual Meeting following ratification by the Vice President, Systems and Design. 

c)
Vacancies for reasons other than expiration of term of appointment shall be filled by the Executive Committee. Selection shall be made from those Members-At-Large who have served at least one full year in that capacity and who have indicated by their participation their willingness and capability to manage the affairs of the Division. If a vacancy occurs in the office of the Chair, the replacement shall be chosen from those having served at least two years as members of the Executive Committee. The Vice President, Systems and Design, will confirm the appointment of new members of the executive Committee. 

d) 
The Members-At-Large shall be designated as: the Member-At-Large for Education, the 

Member-At-Large for Conference and Publications and the Member-At-Large for Honors and Nominations. 

Section 6. 

Additional Administrative and Technical Committees of the Division shall be created at the discretion of the Executive Committee as necessary to conduct the affairs of the Division. 

Article IV - Meetings of the Executive Committee 

Section 1. 

There shall be at least one meeting of the Executive Committee each year, and this shall normally be held in conjunction with the Society's International Mechanical Engineering Congress (IMECE). 

Section 2. 

Additional meetings of the Executive Committee may be called by the Chair or by any two members of the Executive Committee at such times and places as they may select. 

Section 3. 

Notice stating the time, place and agenda for all meetings of the Executive Committee shall be given in writing by the Secretary to each member of the Executive committee, to an ASME Group representative of Technical Affairs and to the Vice President, Systems and Design Technical Group not less than 15 nor more than 30 days prior to the meeting. 

Section 4. 

Three members of the Executive Committee, including either the Chair or Vice Chair, must be present to constitute a quorum. Members not present may be represented by proxy. 

Section 5. 

Except where specifically stated otherwise, all actions of the Executive Committee shall be determined by a simple majority of those members voting. 

Article V - Committees 

Section 1. 

The Executive Committee of the Division shall be constituted as specified in Article III, Section 3 of these Bylaws. 

Section 2. 

a)
The role of the Education Committee is described as follows: 

The members of the Education Committee shall work to foster and advance the exchange of information with educational institutions in order to develop, enhance and maintain high standards of fluid power engineering among mechanical engineers and users of fluid power systems. The committee will be responsible for the division newsletter.

b)
The Education Committee shall consist of a Chair and at least one other member. 

c)
The Chair of the Education Committee shall normally be the Member-At-Large for the Education committee of the Executive Committee. 

d) 
Members of the Education Committee shall serve, if possible, staggered two year terms (or more) which shall expire at the end of the Society's Summer Annual Meeting. 

e) 
Members will be recommended for Education Committee membership to the Executive Committee by the Membership, Honors and Nominations Committee by the end of the Society's International Mechanical Engineering Congress (IMECE). 

Section 3. 

a) 
The role of the Conference and Publications Committee is described as follows: 

The members for Conferences and Publications shall be responsible for conferences, Technical Meetings and Exhibitions to promote the exchange of information among engineers and others and to review all papers and articles for presentation or publication. 

b) 
The Conference and Publications Committee shall consist of a Chairman and at least two members. 

c) 
The Chair of the Conference and Publications Committee shall be the Member-At-Large for Conference and Publications Committee of the Executive Committee. The Chair shall normally be the Associate Editor to the journal on Dynamic Systems Measurements and Control. 

d) 
Members of the Conference and Publications Committee shall serve staggered two year terms (or more) which shall expire at the end of the Society's Summer Annual Meeting. 

e) 
Members will be recommended for Conference and Publications Committee membership to the Executive Committee by the membership, Honors and Nominating Committee by the end of the Society's International Mechanical Engineering Congress (IMECE). 

f)
The Conference and Publications Committee shall be responsible for recommending to the Executive Committee where and when specific conferences and technical meetings will be held for determining the content of such meetings and for budgets covering meetings and publications. 

g) 
The Chair of the Conference and Publications Committee shall appoint a program representative for each meeting advise and assist the Program Representatives in fulfilling their duties and responsibilities. 

h) 
The Program Representative shall assume full responsibility for securing suitable papers for the technical sessions sponsored by the Division and for obtaining and forwarding such forms as the Society may require for this purpose. 

i)
The programs Representative shall appoint a Papers Review Committee and serve as its Chair in order to ensure that papers and reports submitted by the Division maintain a quality consistent with Society and Division standards. The Chair shall also recommend the publication or disposition of such papers or reports to the Society. 

Section 4. 

a)
The role of the Membership, Honors and Nominating Committee is described as follows: 

The Member-At-Large for Membership, Honors and Nominations shall work to obtain advice and counsel from ASME members that choose the Fluid Power Systems and Design Division as their primary or secondary interest, recommend recipients for Division and society awards to the Executive Committee and solicit, screen and offer nominations for membership to Various Division Committees to the Executive Committee. 

b)
The Membership, Honors and Nominating Committee shall consist of a Chairman and at least four members. 

c) 
The Chairman of the Membership, Honors and Nominating Committee shall be the Member-At-Large for membership, Honors and Nominating Committee of the Executive Committee. 

d) 
Members of the Membership, Honors and Nominating Committee shall serve, if possible, staggered two year-terms (or more) which shall expire at the end of the Society's International Mechanical Engineering Congress (IMECE). 

e) Members will be recommended for Membership, Honors and Nominating Committee membership to the Executive Committee by the Membership, Honors and Nominating Committee by the end of the Society's International Mechanical Engineering Congress (IMECE). 

Section 5. 

a)
The Advisory and Long Range Planning Committee shall consist of at least three persons including the Vice Chair of the Executive Committee, the immediate Past Chair of the Executive Committee, and the Chair of the Membership, Honors and Nominations Committee. Other members may be chosen from ASME members in good standing. These members are nominated by the Membership, Honors and Nominating Committee. The Chair of the Executive Committee may be invited to attend meetings of the Advisory and Long range planning committee but shall not have voting privileges. 

b)
The Vice Chair of the Executive Committee shall serve as Chair of the Advisory and Long Range planning Committee. 

c)
The Advisory and Long Range Planning Committee shall assist, advise and counsel the Division Chair and the Executive Committee in the conduct of the Division's activities. 

Section 6. 

a)
Additional Administrative and Technical Committees shall be formed as appropriate to represent the interests of the Membership within the scope of the Division's activities. 

b) 
Petitions for new Administrative and Technical Committees shall be presented to the Executive Committee for approval. The petition shall describe the development plan for the Committee and shall list the charter membership of the proposed Committee. 

Section 7. 

The Chair of the Division may appoint Liaison Representatives to other Organizations. The term of office shall be one year; re-appointments may be made for successive one-year terms. 

Article VI - Activities 

Section 1. 

In fulfilling its role of communications, the Division shall organize, promote and conduct technical programs, either separately or with other technical organizations or Divisions of the Society. 

a)
The Division shall organize and conduct at least one technical conference annually. 

b) 
The Division will, as appropriate, organize other conferences or technical sessions subject to the approval of the Conferences Committee of the Board or Communications. 

c)
The Division will participate in joint sessions with other organizations when beneficial to the Division, Society or profession. 

Section 2. 

The Division shall recommend and submit suitable papers, reports and data of permanent value or exceptional interest for publication by the Society or through other suitable channels. Standing and special committees shall collect and review new information and prepare appropriate reports and digests. 

Section 3. 

The Division shall maintain its efforts to direct attention to outstanding engineering achievement in the field of fluid power systems and recommend suitable recognition for such achievement through its awards program. 

Article VII - Amendments 

Section 1. 

These Bylaws may be amended by a ballot of the Executive Committee of the Fluid Power Systems and Technology Division. At least three of the four members of the executive Committee must vote to affirm an amendment of the Bylaws of the Division. Amendments shall be subject to the approval of the Systems and Design Technical Group Operating Board of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers. 
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