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As seems to be the case when we get older, another year has flown by at high speed for the ASME Rail Transportation Division, and for me! I could try to explain the apparent increase in speed mathematically by saying that as we age, each day is a diminishing part of our total life, thus each day seems to be actually shorter.  However the reality is that all of us are just darn busy nowadays working in our railroad industry (and with families, volunteer groups, travel, etc.) trying to do more and more with less and less, until we somehow defy physics, and perhaps can find a way to do everything with nothing. 

Despite the overall global economic downturn and credit crisis, our railroad industry is alive and well, as is ASME RTD.  Far from the days when the railroad industry was pictured by the public as decaying track, under-maintained equipment, insolvent companies, and all too frequent derailments, our industry is leading the way with fuel efficient “green” transportation and cutting edge technologies in many areas.  The future of our railroad industry resides firmly with engineers and managers willing to innovate boldly and move forward to improve safety, improve efficiency, and lower costs.  Whatever your politics may be, it is a near certainty that the new U. S. administration’s “stimulus plan” will provide a big “shot in the arm” for railroads, transit authorities and other infrastructure related projects.  Engineers: Get your plans together now, and find ways to effectively communicate them to make them a reality!  One way to publicize your good ideas is to publish an ASME technical paper!

Our next three technical conferences will be held in close proximity to universities with AAR Affiliated Laboratories.  In October 2009, our Fall RTD Conference will be held in Fort Worth, TX (near Texas A&M), in the spring of 2010 the JRC will be held at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and the Fall RTD Conference in 2010 will be held in Roanoke, VA (near Virginia Tech).  These conference locations are specifically designed to increase student participation in our railroad industry.  I can assure you that these students do a great job at presenting papers and serving as Session Chairs at RTD conferences.  Technical tours will occur at all conferences.

RTD recently began providing financial support to railroad research programs at the three universities with AAR Affiliated Labs to encourage student participation.  At the Pueblo RTD committee meetings, RTD leadership voted to send each university railroad research program $2,000, and we are planning to study ways to increase financial support to students at these, and other universities, who are engaged in railroad research.  If you have ideas on how we can use RTD finances to help students involved in railroad research, please let us know.

I return to the subject of time and note that my term as 2008-2009 RTD Chairman is coming to a close – it has certainly gone fast. I assure you that RTD has an outstanding group of dedicated volunteer leaders (and a really, really great Manager of Divisional Affairs – Sam Williams) who will keep the division right on track for the future, with a high green signal.  Gerry Anderson is the next RTD Chairman, and I cannot think of a better, more experienced person for the job at hand.  It has been my pleasure to work with all these great folks, and to see the division prosper.  I thank them for their hard work and support.

Once again I urge all of you to publish an ASME technical paper to help move our railroad industry ahead, and to please let us know if you have ideas for RTD improvement.

Cameron P. Lonsdale

ASME RTD Chair 2008-2009


Work by the RTD Advisory Committee has produced recommendations accepted by the Executive Committee to fill open positions on RTD committees.

We welcome Steve Dedmon, Director Technology and R & D, Standard Steel, LLC, to the Executive Committee, moving from the General Committee.  He will chair the Publicity Committee, an important position to publicize our technical conferences.

We welcome new members to the General Committee:

· Amy Bolling, Engineer Car Design, CSX Transportation

· Bob Irving, Transportation Manager, CTLGroup

· Yan Liu, Manager-Vehicle Track Interaction, National Research Council Canada

· Corey Pasta, Sr. Engineer, Train Dynamics, BNSF

· Devin Rouse, Trackwork/Mechanical Engineer, Bechtel Corp.

· Tom Schlueter, Director of Engineering, Progress Rail Services

Al Bieber, member of the Advisory Committee, has been appointed to Chair the RTD History and Heritage Committee, a vacancy left by the death of longtime committee member Charlie Smith.
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Allen Bieber was presented with the ASME Fellow Award at the 2009 Joint Rail Conference – an extremely prestigious award that was well earned by this veteran GE locomotive mechanical engineer, and former RTD Chairman, who continues to serve our railroad industry with his many talents.

RTD completed another very successful ASME/IEEE/ASCE Joint Rail Conference (JRC) in Pueblo, CO, held immediately after the Association of American Railroads (AAR) Annual Research Review. The JRC had more than 120 attendees and featured 43 technical papers and presentations.  Having these two major industry technical meetings during the same week means that attendees can save precious time and travel dollars, and can get the most content for themselves and their organizations.  Our opening speaker was Roy Allen, President of TTCI, who set the positive tone for the subsequent multi-disciplinary conference.  Our guest dinner speaker in Pueblo was Michael Iden, General Director of Locomotives for Union Pacific Railroad, who gave an outstanding presentation on locomotive fuels of the future, and increased our understanding of fuels and “green issues.”  The conference tour was again excellent with a visit to the Pueblo Chemical Depot's Chemical Armament Destruction Pilot Plant, TTCI's Emergency Response Training Center for a presentation and live demonstration of HazMat derailment response training.  The tour also included a TTCI presentation on Positive Train Control – something for everyone.

PROGRAM SUMMARY

MONDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2009

RTD Committee Meetings

-------------------------------------------------------------

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2009

 – Beginning of Conference

TECHNICAL TOUR:

7:30 am - 12:00 pm

8:00-9:30 Trinity Industries Car Manufacturing Plant

10:00-11:30 BNSF Network Operations Center

CONFERENCE BOX LUNCH AT HOTEL

(NO PROGRAM):

12:00 pm - 12:45 pm (also Author’s orientation) 

RTD TECHNICAL SESSIONS:
1:00 pm - 2:45 pm -- Session 1

3:00 pm - 4:45 pm -- Session 2

CONFERENCE RECEPTION/DINNER:

5:00 pm - 7:30 pm
-------------------------------------------------------------

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2009

RTD AUTHORS’ CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST:
7:00 am - 7:45 am Authors’ Breakfast & Orientation
RTD TECHNICAL SESSIONS:
8:00 am - 9:45 am - Session 3

10:00 am - 11:45 pm - Session 4

11:45 am -   1:00 pm – Lunch Break

 - No Scheduled Luncheon  

RTD TECHNICAL SESSIONS:
1:00 pm - 2:45 pm -- Session 5

3:00 pm - 4:45 pm - Session 6

4:45 pm - 5:00 pm – Refreshment Break

5:00 pm - 6:30 pm - Session 7





The Worthington, a Renaissance Hotel –

Fort Worth, TX
"21st Century Rail, Looking to the Future"

The Rail Transportation Division (RTD) of The American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) invites the submission of abstracts for papers to be presented at our 2009 Fall Technical Conference. Abstracts must be submitted by June 1, 2009. Papers are solicited from, rail transportation companies, the supply industry, rail transit agencies, governmental agencies, consulting/engineering firms, academia, technical organizations, and other interested parties.

Subjects for papers should be of current interest to the railroad industry such as new developments, innovations, new technology, car or locomotive designs, research reports, energy conservation, safety issues, equipment performance, etc. 

Draft papers are subject to peer review and may be accepted for presentation and publication in the conference proceedings or may be accepted for presentation only at the discretion of the Technical Program Committee.

Final copies of accepted Papers are due at ASME no later than September 18, 2009, and must be submitted electronically on the ASME website.

Paper Schedule:

- Abstracts Due: June 1, 2009

- Author Notification of Acceptance: June 10, 2008

- Draft paper due: July 31, 2009

- Review completed & author notified: August 28, 2009

- Final paper due: September 18, 2009

Abstracts and papers must be submitted through the ASME website:

http://www.asmeconferences.org/RTDF09/
For questions, contact David Tyrell at david.tyrell@dot.gov or (617) 494-2687.

Note: Authors must be registered for the Conference by September 4, 2009,in order for a paper to be published.

CONFERENCE TECHNICAL TOUR – Included in registration are technical tours of a Trinity Industries freight car manufacturing plant and the BNSF Network Operations Center.

Please thank the following sponsors of the functions at this meeting:

Luncheon sponsors

Amsted Rail Group

Construction Technology Laboratories, Inc.

Foster Miller

KLD Labs, Inc.

LTK Engineering Services

Miner Enterprises, Inc.

Rail Sciences, Inc.

Railway Research, Inc.

Salient Systems, Inc.

Standard Car Truck Company

Standard Steel, LLC

Strato, Inc.

STV

The Timken Company

TTCI

Dinner Reception sponsors
Amsted Rail Group

Construction Technology Laboratories, Inc.

Foster Miller

KLD Labs, Inc.

LTK Engineering Services

Miner Enterprises, Inc.

Rail Sciences, Inc.

Railway Research, Inc.

Salient Systems, Inc.

Standard Car Truck Company

Standard Steel, LLC

Strato, Inc.

STV

The Timken Company

TTCI

Program Sponsors

Engineering Systems Inc.

KLD Labs, Inc.

Rail Sciences, Inc.

Strato, Inc.


CHAIR: 

Cameron P. Lonsdale

Vice President - R & D

Amsted Rail


2445 Sleepy Hollow Dr
State College, PA 16803-3373
Phone: (814) 867-4383

Cell:     (814) 574-5141
Email: clonsdale@griffinwheel.com 

----------------------------------------------

SECRETARY-TREASURER:

Gerald B. Anderson
Senior Principal Investigator

Transportation Technology Center, Inc.

55500 DOT Road

PO Box 11130

Pueblo, CO 81001-0130

Phone: (719) 584-0587

Fax:     (719) 585- 1898

Cell:     (719) 250-6113

Email: gerald_anderson@aar.com
----------------------------------------------

TECHNICAL PROGRAM CHAIR:

David Tyrell
Senior Engineer

USDOT / Volpe Center

55 Broadway

Cambridge, MA 02142

Phone: (617) 494-2687

Fax:     (617) 494-3616

Email: david.c.tyrell@dot.gov
----------------------------------------------




ASST. TECHNICAL PROGRAM CHAIR:

Matthew Dick
AVP Engineering & Dynamic Studies
Rail Sciences Inc.
605 N. 13th St. 
Omaha, NE 68102


Phone: (402) 827-5712
Cell:     (402) 415-7680
Email: matt@railsciences.com
----------------------------------------------

CHAIR PUBLICITY RR-8, & CHAIR

ANNUAL LUNCHEON: 

Jason Reiling

Chief Design Engineer 
Strato Inc. 
100 New England Avenue
Piscataway, NJ 08854 
Phone: (732)-981-1515, x221
Fax (732)-981-1222

Cell (732)-718-8927
Email: jreiling@stratoinc.com
-----------------------------------

MANAGER OF DIVISIONAL AFFAIRS:

Samuel R. Williams

5759 Scotia Court

Dublin, OH 43016-3256

Phone: (614) 766-6970

Fax:     (614) 766-6970

Cell:     (614) 570-9197

Email: srwilliams@columbus.rr.com
----------------------------------------------




ASME STAFF SUPPORT:

Richard Ulvila

Program Manager

ASME International 

Environment & Transportation Group

Three Park Avenue

New York, NY 10016-5990

Phone: (212) 591-7797

Fax:      (212) 591-7671

Cell:      (646) 957-3854

Email: ulvilar@asme.org
----------------------------------------------

ASME STAFF SUPPORT:

Erin Dolan

Meetings Manager

ASME International

Three Park Avenue, MS 22E5

New York, NY 10016-5990

Phone: (212) 591-7123

Fax:      (212) 591-7856

Email: dolane@asme.org
----------------------------------------------

2009 Fall Technical Conference


Fort Worth, Texas


October 20-21, 2009
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FUTURE MEETINGS





2009 Fall Technical Conference, Fort Worth, TX October 20-21


2010 JRC, Urbana-Champaign, IL: APRIL 27-29


2010 RTD Fall Technical Conference, Roanoke, VA: October 5-7


2011 JRC Pueblo – Date TBD


2011 RTD Fall Technical Conference, Minneapolis, MN: September


Same week as RSI, AREMA and Signal


2012 JRC – Open


2012 Fall Conference - Open


2013 JRC – Philadelphia, June (with AREMA), Tentative 


2013 Fall Conference, November - Open  


Note that all dates and locations are subject to change as planning progresses.








CALL FOR PAPERS


2009 RTD FALL TECHNICAL CONFERENCE
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ASME RAIL TRANSPORTATION DIVISION
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Receives ASME Fellow Award
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