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A.
General

This plan addresses the identification of technology gaps to be filled in current or new PTCS Codes, Standards and Guidelines that are served by development of information, data or pre-standards products used to establish and maintain their technical relevance. It provides a process and schedule for determination of PTCS research projects to be undertaken each fiscal year (July 1-June 30) to be funded or partially funded by ASME PTCS. The plan applies to projects resulting from PTCS Standards Committee requests in conjunction with requests from other sources falling within the PTCS area of responsibility. The intent of this process is to provide routine and relevant input to assist the Director of PTCS in making sound decisions regarding the priority of projects to be funded each fiscal year and allow for appropriate budget planning. ASME Standards Technology LLC will manage the projects. 

B.
Preparation of Request for PTCS Research Projects 

1. PTCS Standards Committee: If prepared by a PTCS Standards Committee, list the name of the Committee making the request with confirmation that the committee has endorsed the Project. 

2. Proposed Project Title: Provide a short, descriptive project title with unique identifying number

3. Project Scope Summary/Deliverable:  Provide a concise summary of the project scope and objectives including characteristics of the product or service to be delivered, description of technology to be addressed; code or standard impacted, if any; methods/approach to complete project; how it will be issued and delivered; projected term of project and schedule for completion

4. Business Need:  Provide a justification of the ASME business need for the project, including expected benefits, applicable impacted codes and standards, potential industry end users, and urgency.  Document relationship of product/service to the business need or other stimulus giving rise to the potential project, including, but not limited to, specific customer requests, market demands, technological advances, legal/regulatory requirements, global relevance, or social needs.  Identify the stakeholders involved in the technical field such as manufacturers, users, regulators, insurers, inspectors, trade organizations and research institutes. 

5. Funding:  Provide a summary of which project elements require funding, an estimate of the project cost, potential external sources of funding that would have an interest in the development of technical information or data used to support the revision to or development of ASME codes and standards.

6. Required Resources to Carry Out Project:  Provide qualifications of potential investigators or research organizations to carry out the research or other work required to develop the data/information used to produce recommendations. If available, identify such investigation or research organizations.

7. Ranking:  For those projects submitted by Standards Committees, provide results of the Standards Committee evaluation of the project, weighted against other proposed projects submitted by the same Standards Committee. 

8. Peer Review: Standards Committees or other initiators shall recommend experts to perform peer review of the results of the investigation prior to issuance and/or publication.

9. Contact Information:  Provide contact information (name, telephone number, e-mail address) of initiator on behalf of the Standards Committee, for follow-up of the request.

C.
Process Steps

1. By August 31: PTCS Standards Committees will:

(a) determine areas for improvement or expansion within the codes, standards and guidelines for which they are responsible, and which require resources beyond those available from voluntary committees

(b) assemble list of projects and conduct an evaluation using a weighted criteria to determine the priority of the projects

(c) prepare a request for each project against the criteria in B above.

(d) Submit requests to the ASME ST-LLC not later than August 31 for consideration for the next fiscal year commencing the following July 1. (Note: BPVC Standards Committee requests for nuclear projects to be submitted to the Director-NCS). 

Submit by e-mail with attached documentation to projects@asme.org  .

2. By November 1: A BPTCS Research Evaluation Group consisting of the  BPTCS Chair and Vice Chair, Director- PTCS, President- ASME ST-LLC and BPTCS Members at Large selected by the BPTCS Chair will make an evaluation for selection, consolidation and prioritization of all PTCS research requests for the upcoming fiscal year. Criteria for selection will include potential impact on codes and standards, core competencies, relevance to targeted industries, return on investment, meeting society goals, and outside interest and potential support for the project. Preliminary selections for projects to be undertaken by PTCS and their order of priority to be determined by the BPTCS Research Evaluation Group and submitted to the Director, PTCS for selection of projects to be funded or partially funded by ASME PTCS.
3. By February 1 : BPTCS, PTCS Standards Committees, and other initiators of project requests are notified by Director PTCS of the selected projects for the upcoming fiscal year. Those projects not selected will be returned to the initiator who will be notified that the next opportunity to resubmit the request will be for the next fiscal year.  A document showing the process for submittal and evaluation of the requests, as well as the final prioritized list of projects will be made available to the public on the ASME ST-LLC website. 

4. March-June: Investigator selection and contracting by ASME ST-LLC.
5. July 1: Initiation of projects.
D.
Peer Review and Publication of Results

All project deliverables shall be peer reviewed by experts in the relevant field of technology prior to issuance and /or publication. Publication shall be retrievable and take the form of a document that can be referenced. It is the responsibility of the Standards Committees or other initiators to recommend experts for peer review of the results of the investigation.

