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APPENDIX  I 
 

Laboratory Tour/Panel Discussion  – Central Iowa Section – Region VII 
 
Todd Isaacson, Central Iowa Section Chair 2000-2001, Northern Plains, Region VII 
 
Tour & Demonstration of the C6 Virtual Reality Facility, Panel Discussion and Student Project Showcase.  
Thursday September 21, 2000 at Iowa State University 
Joint ASME/SWE/SAE/SME Combined Meeting. 
 
Max Gassman and I are truly flattered by the recommendation to add the 21 Sep 00.  Combined Event at Iowa 
State University as an "outstanding section program," but Max gets the credit when we're considering how to 
organize a successful event! 
 
The basics were: Start VERY VERY VERY early! 
 
Set up multiple society contact lists.  Keep good records of who has been contacted, and their response.  Keep a 
schedule to follow-up regularly on the contacts. 
 
Encourage multiple society participation by highlighting the advantages of teamwork and shared goals.  
Mention that collusion is appreciated in events that are mutually beneficial to all participating societies, and that 
each society definitely needs events restricted to their unique membership. 
 
WORK, WORK, WORK. 
PROMOTE, PROMOTE, and PROMOTE. 
REPEAT THE ABOVE. 
 
Send e-mail notices at about the same time that the snail mail letters are released, then follow-up with multiple 
(but gentle) electronic reminders as the event date comes closer, and closer.  We find that many of our members 
are operating on continuous overload, so postpone decisions to attend professional events until the very last 
minute, and spousal thumbs-up, "OK Honey, you can go this time.  But next month, we're going to the 
Neighborhood Party." 
 
Max mentioned to me that the best attended events usually highlight a breaking edge technology "before 
dinner," and can feature a management or discussion subject "after dinner." 
 
Our Iowa State University Students attend based on their academic, social, and exam schedule; but we have 
seen much better student attendance when: 
 
1. The event is local (best if on campus). 
2. Reasonable in cost (best if free for members of any society – including dinner). 
 
Sometimes, students get very low on cash, so offering a "zero cost" event encourages participation, and this 
appears to be a small cost to the ASME for the much better attendance.  Dr. Battaglia, our ASME Student 
Advisor, also supports the above encouragement. 
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APPENDIX II 
 
Plant Tour – Fox Valley Section – Region VI 
 
Maureen J. Murray; Program Co-Chair, Fox Valley Section 
 
Packer Engineering Facility Tour, Naperville, IL., April 26, 2000 
 
The best answer to your question on how the section decided on offering this event is as follows. Typically 
many of our tour programs are setup by contacts through someone in a company that is an active ASME 
member or known by an active ASME member.  These are usually easier to setup since you have an inside 
contact at the company. These also often turn out to be some of the best programs because the people involved 
in setting up the tour are fellow ASME members.   
 
A tour of Packer Engineering had been suggested as a meeting topic by other board members when I started 
helping Nick Darien with programs.  When an opening in the program schedule became available, I checked 
with my company and offered to do a program at Packer Engineering. 
 
For this meeting I actually played a dual role as Program Chair in charge of the meeting and as the member of 
Packer Engineering organizing the tour itself.  This probably helped in being able to make it an interesting 
meeting for our ASME members. 
 
I believe some of the things that helped make this tour/presentation a good program included: 
 
- interesting meeting topic  
 
- convenient meeting location 
 
- informative and interesting meeting notice including graphics 
 
- timely meeting notification in the newsletters and on the website 
 
- handing out meeting notices at the previous meeting 
 
- good directions and signage at the meeting location 
 
- having dinner first at the same location allowing members to mingle and also allowing latecomers not to 

miss the tour  
 
- starting the program with an introductory talk/ presentation  
 
- planning and setting up interesting tour areas for ASME members 
 
- Mechanical Engineers as tour guides with an engineer/technician from each area giving the presentation 

of their area 
 
- keeping each tour group fairly small 
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- question answer session/wrap-up at the end of the tour 
 
- Packer Engineering sponsored this meeting including the dinner which may also have made it more 

attractive since there was no cost to members 
 
I believe the Packer Engineering tour was our most well attended meeting for the 1999/2000 year and I did hear 
many favorable comments from the attendees.  The only negative comments I heard were that they wanted to 
spend more time at each area but there simply was not any more time available since the tour did not end until 9 
or 9:30 as it was. 
 
We also just had another very good Dinner Meeting that was very well attended where Bill Seigfriedt gave a 
talk on Gas Fired Turbine plants at the Naperville/Lisle Hilton.  At this meeting I handed out a meeting 
questionnaire to try and get feedback from the attendees.  Based on the results the meeting location and timely 
notification, as well as a good topic, are important to members attending a meeting.  I also scheduled a social 
hour and dinner first to allow time for latecomers to make it for the presentation itself. 
 
I hope this answers your questions.  If you have any other questions or require additional information please 
send me an email or give me a call. 
 
Maureen J. Murray 
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APPENDIX III 
Plant Tour – North Puget Sound Section – Region VIII 
 
Kevin S. Reed,  Northern Puget Sound Sub-Section Chair & Newsletter Editor 2000/2001 
 
Plant Tour of the new SafeCo Field Ball Park in Seattle, WA 
 
My favorite section activity was a tour of SafeCo field, in downtown Seattle that focused on the retractable roof 
system. We had the maintenance engineers tour with us to discuss the design and operation. It was also a joint 
meeting between Western Washington Section (WW) and Northern Puget Sound Sub-Section (NPSS). We 
made a PDF with pictures; the address is http://www.asme.org/sections/npss/history/9_99-safeco.pdf, if you 
want to check it out. 
 
We decided on SafeCo field because it was a new facility. It was also contentious because of the high cost to 
local taxpayers for construction. We figured the tour would draw a crowd because the subject related to 
mechanical engineering but also had ties to recent news events. Further, there were stories in Design News 
about the roof design, which was another form of tie in. We announced the event by email and by printed flyer 
to ASME members but allowed family to attend too. Both WW and NPSS members were invited but the event 
was setup by NPSS. I setup the tour and I think Carl Gustofson took care of alerting WW members. There were 
no more people involved. 
 
I started by calling the Mariners Baseball team public relations office.  They have standard tours for $5.00.  I 
wanted our tour to involve the SafeCo facility engineers.  It took 6 calls before they relented and put me in 
touch with the engineers.  I was able to arrange for the standard one-hour tour, with an additional half-hour back 
stage tour lead by the facility engineers.  The engineers also added their insight to the “public “ portion of the 
tour. 
 
They limit their tour size to 30, and we used that as the cutoff.  There were actually 35 that turned up on 
Saturday, September 18, including a couple of spouses and teens, who were not in the original count.  Since we 
were all from one organization and had made special arrangements, they reluctantly took us all as one tour 
group. 
 
We also arranged for lunch at a local downtown restaurant after the tour.  Since it was a sunny day, most 
participants took off right after the tour and only 6 went for lunch, half of them subsection officers.  
 
Kevin 
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